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205.W March 14, 2003 
 
 
TO:  Distribution 
 
FROM: 205.W/Environmental Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Unites States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Letter Concerning 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Operations and Piping Plover Nesting Sites 
              
 
In accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, a Federal agency must consult 
with the appropriate service (National Marine Fisheries Service for marine species, Fish and 
Wildlife Service for all others) when any activity authorized, funded, or carried out by that 
agency may affect a listed species or designated critical habitat.  

The UAV program to be conducted at the southern end of Wallops Island has the potential to 
disturb the piping plover, a federally-listed threatened species, during its nesting season. 
Therefore, the Wallops Flight Facility requested an informal consultation with the USFWS to 
develop UAV operating parameters having minimal impact on piping plover populations on 
Assawoman Island and barrier islands southward. 

The USFWS responded with the enclosed letter detailing its recommendation.  Basically, it 
imposes a “no-fly zone” 1000 feet horizontally and vertically from any active plover site.  The 
letter includes a map depicting 2002 plover nesting sites on Assawoman Island and other 
barrier islands. The plover population demonstrates some fidelity to nesting sites from year to 
year, but new nest locations are sometimes established. The USFWS monitors the active sites 
daily during the nesting season and has agreed to provide WFF with the most recent 
information regarding nesting sites. 

Even though the Section 7 consultation was informal, any negative impact o the plovers 
resulting from disregard of the 1000 foot buffer can result in an enforcement action under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Please call me at extension 1127, if you have questions. 

 

Joel Mitchell 

Environmental Engineer 

Enclosure 



 


